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PHILOSOPHERS VIEW CIVIL RIGHTS IN USO SERIES 
SAN DIEGO, Calif.----Two views on civil rights were contrasted 
last week at the University of San Diego in the continuing series on 
Freedom vs Authority, 
Dr. John W. Swanke asserted that the primary rights are to life, 
property and education, but, he insisted, these are general rights, 
"a right to a house, but not a specific house, right to an education 
but not an education at a specific college." 
Commenting on civil rights as such, he said, they are rooted in 
the individual, ''but my civil rights give me no right . to infringe on 
my neighbor's civil rights." Dr. Swanke asked, "Do nuns lying in the 
street in Chicago invade my rights?" 
Dr. Swanke, associate professor of philosophy at USD, and the Rev. 
William L. Shipley, chairman of the department of philosophy share the 
lectern in a three-way discussion of the implications of freedom and 
authority in today's society. One third of the time is devoted to 
student-lecturer discussion. 
Father Shipley, turning to political science for sources, said 
rights are a dynamic force in the relationship of men, not something 
enshrined on paper, but the actions of one man to another. Rights are 
mutual obligations between free persons fundamentally equal in the 
basic needs of their human nature, he said. 
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However, he asserted, civil rights are rights of citizens as 
citizens in a particular society, and all of man's natural rights may 
or may not be incorporated into the civil rights of that society. 
The prevailing values and beliefs in that community are the 
basis for civil justice, and these vary between societies, between 
countries, he added. "What is considered a right to medical care in 
some countries is not considered a right in others," he explained. 
Dr. Swanke raised the problem of the individual who threatens 
the social fabric. "I cannot survive humanly without society," he 
said. 
Revolt is justified only when the cause is greater than society 
itself, he said. "If the society is more evil than the evil of dem-
onstrations or revolution, then revolution is justifiable. This is the 
only way we can accept civil disorder and civil disobedience.'' He 
asked, "Is the evil of racism so great we are allowing it to destroy 
society, is the university so corrupt that we have to replace it with 
who knows what?" 
On the problem is dissent, Father Shipley said, "The dissenter 
ought to know what he's mad at so he can do something about it. Fight 
the draft law if that is the issue, but don't tear down the whole 
country." 
The series ends today, July 31. It is held in Room 238, USD 
College for Men and is open to the public for a $2 fee, 
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